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Key messages

The academic performance of students receiving school meals remained low.
The school canteen program was not at all effective for students in public
schools, while little improvement in academic performance was observed
among students in private schools.

The school feeding program cannot achieve its effectiveness in terms of

academic success in a low socio-economic context and in the case of low
education quality.
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- Forthe school feeding program to improve educational outcomes, the following
policy approaches are essential:

Strengthen teacher training in public elementary schools
«  Providing public primary schools with adequate school infrastructure

« Ensure the effectiveness of development policies on household living
standards

«  Prioritize the program for students living in low socio-economic situations or
in low-income households.

What is the issue ?

Child malnutrition and food insecurity are widespread in developing countries,
particularly in sub-Saharan Africa. In addition, students in developing countries
tend to have low academic performance. To address this problem, MDG 2 calls for
"eradicating hunger, ensuring food security, improving nutrition, .." and MDG 4
"ensuring equal access to quality education for all, .."

Thus, the school feeding
program is crucial to solve
these problems while
supporting students'
academic performance.
In Madagascar, the
school feeding programis
included in the country's
various policies, including
the National School
Feeding Policy and the
Education Sector Plan.
However, the effectiveness y ;
of the program on school ik e s SE

pe rformance remains Source : Give me Your eyes...: Backwards to go Forward (greta-givemeyoureyes.
blogspot.com)

mixed. Therefore,
understanding the factors
that contribute to the success of the program is crucial in order to improve the
academic performance of students in Madagascar.
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Policy implications

Our analysis shows that students benefiting from the school lunch program have low
academic achievement compared to students enrolled in schools without lunchrooms.
The lack of effect of the program on students' learning skills is most apparent in public
elementary schools while little improvement in academic performance is observed
among students in private schools. The ineffectiveness of the program on students'
academic performance is conditioned by and associated with the disadvantaged
socio-economic status of households.

In addition, poor teaching
quality and inadequate
school equipment also
play an important role in
the poor performance of
students who benefit from
the canteen. Teachers are
poorly qualified and mostly
have not received any
pedagogical training. Only
11.2% of teachers showed
a relatively satisfactory
level of mastery of the
subject matter (reading
and mathematics) taught
in primary school.
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Source : Tous a I'école, I'école pour tous | by Randrianandrasana Herizo | On
Madagascar | Medium

Policy recommendations

Therefore, for the school lunch program in order to achieve its objectives while
improving student academic performance, the following recommendations are
necessary to implement:

« To strengthen the training of teachers in public elementary schools. This is
to overcome the problem of the level of education of most teachers in order to
improve the pedagogical capacity of teachers and to master the content of the
subjects taught in primary schools.

« Toprovide adequate school equipment to public elementary schools, enabling
them to guarantee the quality of education given to students, given that public
elementary schools suffer from insufficient school equipment.
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- To ensure the effectiveness of development policies on the standard of
household livelihood. The improvement of the socio-economic situation of
households would support the effectiveness of the school canteen policy. The
program will remain ineffective as long as the households live in disadvantaged
socio-economic conditions.

« In addition, the program should give priority to students living in low
socioeconomic situations or in low-income households, as these are the ones
who need the most nutritional and educational support.

And if the problem is not solved, the school feeding program will remain ineffective on
students' academic performance and the educational level of students in elementary
schools will remain low even with school feeding support.
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